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Introduction
This guide explains how to access and effectively use Cambridge IGCSE 0400 past papers and specimen

materials - one of the most valuable free resources available to any exam art student.

Where to Find Official Past Papers
Cambridge International provides free access to past papers and specimen materials through their official

platform:

• Visit: www.cambridgeinternational.org

• Navigate to: Programmes > Cambridge IGCSE > Art & Design (0400)

• Click on "Past papers" in the left-hand menu

• Papers are available for the last 3-5 years

• Specimen papers (model papers) are also available and particularly useful

■ You will need a free Cambridge account to access some materials. Registration takes about 5 minutes

and gives you access to papers across all Cambridge subjects.

Understanding the Paper Structure

Component 1: Portfolio

This is the coursework component - your sketchbook and portfolio of work developed throughout the year.

It accounts for the majority of your marks. There is no "past paper" for this - it is ongoing studio practice.

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (ESA)

This is the timed component, set by Cambridge each year. Students are given a choice of starting points

and have a preparation period (sketchbook research) followed by a supervised final piece under timed

conditions. Past ESA papers show the style and type of starting points given.

How to Use Past Papers Effectively

For the ESA Starting Points:

• Look at the range of starting points offered in previous years

• Notice the types of themes: identity, nature, structure, culture, emotion

• Practice interpreting a starting point in multiple ways

• For each past ESA starting point, try to list 5-10 different directions you could take it

For Portfolio Standards:

• Cambridge publishes Examiner Reports each session - read these carefully

• Examiner Reports describe what top-scoring work included and what common mistakes were



• They identify specific strengths in high-achieving portfolios you can learn from

• Look for the "Principal Examiner Report" for the most detailed feedback

■ Examiner Reports are more valuable than past papers for understanding what Cambridge actually

rewards. A student who reads and acts on 2-3 Examiner Reports will have a significant advantage.

Mark Scheme Guidance
Cambridge uses a holistic marking approach for 0400. The mark bands describe levels of achievement

rather than specific tick-boxes. Understanding the language of the mark scheme helps you aim your work

correctly.

High Band Descriptors (what to aim for):

• AO1: "Perceptive analysis... nuanced understanding of context... clear connections to own work"

• AO2: "Sophisticated and purposeful experimentation... broad and diverse range of media"

• AO3: "Precise and sensitive recording... confident mark-making... strong observational skills"

• AO4: "Ambitious and resolved final outcome... clear realisation of intentions"

Additional Free Resources
• Smarthistory (smarthistory.org) - free art history articles and videos for AO1 research

• Google Arts & Culture (artsandculture.google.com) - high-res artwork images from major museums

• The National Portrait Gallery (npg.org.uk) - excellent for portraiture research

• Tate Gallery (tate.org.uk) - resources, artist profiles, and education materials

• The British Museum (britishmuseum.org) - collection database with global art

Want Guided Support?
BravArt Studio's Exam Lab programme provides personalised IGCSE 0400 coaching using a four-pillar

method covering all Assessment Objectives. Students work with Femi Kayode (MFA, Head of Humanities,

Cambridge IGCSE specialist) for 1:1 or small-group sessions tailored to their specific needs and exam

timeline.

Contact us at hello@bravartstudio.com or visit bravartstudio.com to book a discovery session.
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